From Professor John Crawford, Chair, Department of Theatre and Dance, Kent State University
 

January 28, 2000

 

I am pleased to offer my highest recommendation for Mr. Christopher Niess, whom I have observed as a performer, actor, dancer, educator and student during the past three years. Prior to that time, I had known Mr. Niess as a professional dancer and teacher of dance. Within the past three years I have come to greatly admire and respect Chris for his superior abilities in all of the areas noted above.

 

As an educator, Chris has taught a wide variety of courses in the School of Theatre and Dance, including the Art of the Theatre (an introductory theatre class for non-majors), Movement I (for theatre majors), the Art of Acting (for theatre majors) and Ballet IV (for dance majors). He has consistently demonstrated superior pedagogical skills in every instance. His course objectives and goals are clear and well implemented. Chris is unique in that he is able to teach with equal effectiveness in both theatre and dance.

 

As a performer, Christopher Niess is articulate, compelling and charismatic. He has demonstrated a wide mastery of roles and dance performances, including work in our professional equity theatre company, Porthouse Theatre. His sense of professionalism is strong.

 

Chris Niess has also presented scholarly research at international conferences such as the Association for Theatre in Higher Education, where his movement and acting work presentation prompted many offers from prospective employers.

 

Mr. Niess has excelled in all aspects of his work at Kent State University. He has performed more as a faculty member and colleague than as a graduate teaching assistant. His knowledge and skill is excellent; his professionalism keen and his future promising.

I offer my highest recommendation.

Dr. John Crawford
Chair -- Department of Theatre and Dance
Kent State University

