from Ron Wilson -- Chair, Department of Theatre, Case Western Reserve University

January 30, 2000

Dear Sir/Madam:

It is a great pleasure for me to write a letter of support for Christopher Niess’ application. I have had the pleasure of seeing Christopher present a lecture-demonstration at the American Theatre in Higher Education’s Conference in Toronto last summer and to work with him when he acted in the Cleveland Play House’s production of A Kiss For Cinderella.

The lecture-demonstration at the ATHE Conference was very impressive. The physical work he and a fellow graduate student performed for the viewers was innovative and intelligent. Christopher’s comments were insightful and revealed a clear understanding of training the actor’s physical instrument and the body’s relationship to language and expression.

I served as the Movement Coach and Choreographer for the production of A Kiss for Cinderella. Christopher performed two roles in the production which were quite different in style, but each contained a lovely sense of truth and were wonderfully distinctive. His work with his fellow actors was generous and supportive. Having someone with his physical skills in the production was a true gift, but his work goes beyond the skill level. Christopher has a gentle and easy manner, utterly secure with his technique and understanding of the job at hand.

This latter comment weighs heavily in that I believe he would make a marvelous teacher. His patience, maturity, knowledge, personal skill level as an actor and as someone who is an excellent actor-mover would be a boon to any theatre training program. Along with that I found him to be extremely easy in his manner, unflappable in moments of crisis and able to maintain a wonderful sense of humor throughout a grueling production schedule.

I give Christopher my strongest support. Please feel free to contact me if you need more information.

Very truly yours,

Ron Wilson
Nason Professor of Theater
President of the Association of Theatre Movement Educators

Case Western Reserve University
Eldred Hall 
2070 Adelbert Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7077

