Christopher Niess

directing resume

	home:   407.251.0312 

office:   407.823.4873                                    

cell:      407.625.7681

	cniess@mail.ucf.edu
cniess@bellsouth.net

	6860 Bouganvillea Crescent Drive                        Orlando, FL  32809

website: CNiess.com


EDUCATION

Summer Acting Programme, ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE STUDIO, London, England

Master of Fine Arts – Acting, KENT STATE UNIVERSITY, Kent, Ohio

Bachelor of Arts – Theatre and Dance, KENT STATE UNIVERSITY, Kent, Ohio 

UNIVERSITY of NEBRASKA—LINCOLN,  Nebraska

WORK EXPERIENCE

· Associate Professor (University of Central Florida Conservatory Theatre) – 2001-2007.

· Tenure-track Assistant Professor (University of Central Florida Conservatory Theatre), teaching stage movement, mask work, combat, acting, auditioning and dance, and serving on university and departmental committees – 2001-2007.

· Director, choreographer, fight choreographer, and movement coach in a variety of disciplines (theatre, musical theatre, dance, performance art), in a variety of venues (large and small professional theatre, theme parks, academic theatre, community theatre) with an ability to work collaboratively as well as individually – 1990-present.

· Artistic Director for two regional Ballet companies (Ballet Theatre Ohio – 1990-1996, and the Great Lakes Festival Ballet – 1996-1998) with annual budgets of $250,000, directed and managed full time staff, volunteer staff, and guest artists.

· Have instructed both Theatre and Dance for all levels (including at Murray State University, Kent State University) 1986-present, given workshops (for ATHE in New York, Chicago, San Diego, and Toronto, Canada; for SETC in Mississippi, Florida, Washington, D.C. – 1999-present.

· Commissioned an original score (40 piece orchestration) for original children’s ballet (Alice in Wonderland – Ballet Theatre Ohio) working with composer at all stages of development -- 1996.

· Educational Outreach Coordinator (Berkshire Ballet, Lexington Ballet, Ballet Theatre Ohio, Kent Theatre Ensemble) directing and managing touring children’s productions in New York State, New England, Kentucky, Ohio.

· Adjudicator for American College Theatre Festival and the Florida State Thespians Conference – 2001-present.

· Actor, dancer and performance artist in a variety of venues including: the Cleveland Play House, Sea World of Ohio, Porthouse Theatre, Halle Theatre, NEST Productions, Lexington Ballet, Berkshire Ballet, Tennessee Festival Ballet, Firehouse Dinner Theatre, Nebraska Repertory Theatre – 1981-present.

	THEATRE
	Godspell
Lend Me A Tenor

a reality show

5 Women Wearing the Same Dress

Scapin

The Marriage of Bette and Boo

Waiting for Godot

Lips Together Teeth Apart

Grease

And the World Goes Round…

As It Is In Heaven

Equus 

Camelot

Green Show

You Can’t Take It With You

Bye Bye Birdie 

West Side Story

Working
	Balhaus – Rosenheim, Kursaal – Oberaudorf, Germany

SummerStage 2007 – Orlando, Florida

-- University of Central Florida Conservatory Theatre

                                   “
                                   “

                                   “

                                   “

                                   “

-- Kent State University -- Kent, Ohio

-- The Vine Theatre – Orlando, Florida

-- Oakland Center for the Arts – Youngstown, Ohio

-- Porthouse Theatre – Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

                                   “

-- Summer Stock, Inc. – Champion, Ohio

                                   “

                                   “

                                   “
	Director

              “


              “


              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

Choreographer/ 

movement coach

              “

Choreographer

              “


Director
Director/Choreographer

Choreographer

              “

	DANCE
	Alice In Wonderland

The Nutcracker 

In and Out of Bounds 

Giselle

Cinderella

The Firebird

Random Implications 

Coppelia

Peter and the Wolf

DanceTheatreAbstrakt
	-- Packard Music Hall – Warren, Ohio

                                    “

                                   “                                   

-- Stambaugh Auditorium – Youngstown, Ohio

                                   “

                                   “

                                   “

-- Mollenkopf Auditorium – Warren, Ohio

-- Ballet Theatre Ohio – Educational Outreach 

-- Murray State University – Murray, Kentucky
	Choreographer/ 

producing director

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

	COMBAT
	Guys and Dolls

True West

What the Butler Saw

Balcony Scene

The Pirates of Penzance

Fool for Love

Camelot

Green Show
	-- University of Central Florida Conservatory Theatre

                                   “

                                   “

                                   “

-- Murray State University – Murray, Kentucky

                                   “

-- Porthouse Theatre – Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

                                   “
	Fight Choreographer

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

              “

	OTHER


	Return of the Mutagens

Passion

Fool for Love
	ATHE – New York, New York

ATHE – San Diego, California

ATHE – Toronto, Canada
	Director/Choreographer (performance art)

                  “


PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Member Actor’s Equity Association, Association of Theatre Movement Educators, Association of Theatre in Higher Education 

