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	TPP 5246C  Circus Arts  
Theatre For Young Audiences 

	
	Spring Semester 2008: M 2:00-4:50   UTC 136   Dance Studio 1 

	
	professor: Christopher Niess (Chris)      Office: UTC137            Office Phone: 407 823-4873      

	Prerequisites:  Acceptance into the UCF MFA – Theatre for Young Audiences Program .                                                                                                   or permission of instructor
	
	Office Hours:      *  9:30 am -11:00 am MTWRF                        *or by appointment


Course Description 

This class will serve as an introduction to circus skills for the actor. The content of the class will include abstract and specific movement exercises designed to guide the actor in the use of circus presentation in order to promote the development of physical clowning and circus skills. Exercises will include a degree of ensemble work, which will require the energy, focus and participation of all students. 

Course Objectives

· To give the student an experiential understanding of a variety of circus skills.

· To introduce the student to basic movement exercises development of circus characterization (clowning).

· To prepare the actor for effective physical interpretation of character through clowning.

· To introduce the student to a variety of circus skills exercises, including but not limited to tumbling, balancing, juggling, and ensemble work.

Course Requirements

Classroom Conduct

· Students must follow the University standards for personal and academic conduct as outlined in the Golden Rule.

· Students are apprised when they are accepted at the University that they must be aware of and follow these policies of conduct.

· See http://ucf.edu/goldenrule/ for details.

Attire

· Sweats and T-shirts that you can move easily in; they must be close-fitting enough to allow you to observe your body in movement. 

· Hair must be restrained and pulled away from the face.

· Dance belts are suggested for the men. 

· We will work barefooted in many exercises. When specified, dance shoes (either ballet, soft jazz or gymnastic) may be used.
· No jewelry.   None.

· Street shoes must be removed at the door. There are locker facilities in the restrooms. 

· All cell phones, pagers, walkman stereos, etc must be turned off.     

Physical Work


· This class will include physical work that will challenge according to your ability. 

· You will be challenged, but will never be asked to perform skills beyond your physical capability.
· The expectations for assessment will vary according to physical ability. 

· You must be willing to develop skills over the course of the semester in order for you to succeed in this class.
Attendance

· Punctual (on time) attendance in class – as for rehearsals and show calls -- is mandatory. 

· You will be expected to be warmed up prior to the start of class (after week 3). Daily points will be subtracted if you do not follow this rule.

· You will not be admitted after the class begins (at the scheduled time).

· Guests will not be permitted in class (without prior consent of the instructor and the class – and then only as observers).

· You will be given a daily grade comprised of 1 point for attendance and 2 points for the work you complete in class. If you are not present, you will not receive those points. If we are presenting projects that day, and you are absent without an excuse (see paragraph below) you will not be allowed to make up that project and will receive a zero (0) for that project. 

Lack of…

· If an absence from class is “excused”, the student will not be penalized for missing that class. 

· They must, however, make up the work assigned for that day. 

· If the day involves group work, the student may be required to work on an additional assignment outside of class.

· Make ups for assignments will take place during finals week.

· If you are absent (unless excused – see guidelines below) during a group scene or project involving other members of the class, you will not be allowed to make up the assignment. (The other members of the group will be given an amended list of guidelines for completing the project without you.)

· All excused absences require documentation from the student (doctor’s notes, prescriptions, notification from the athletic dept or other university organization, obituaries, etc)

The following will be counted as excused absences with no penalty.

· University functions, including participation in sporting events, teams, clubs, academic functions, scholarly conferences, etc.

· Illness that is documented by doctor’s note or prescription.

· Death or serious illness in the immediate family.

· The observance of religious holy days – you must notate in writing the dates and names of any religious holy days you must observe during the course of the semester and hand it into the instructor no later than Friday, August 31st.

Instruction/Content

· Since Theatre requires the use of mind, voice, and body, there may be situations requiring a certain amount of physical contact between you and the instructor and other students. If this presents a problem for you, please see the instructor immediately to assess your chances for success in the course.

· There are plays and materials which may express adult or controversial themes as well as strong language. If this presents a problem for you, please see the instructor immediately to assess your chances for success in this course.

· Students will also be required to sign a “hold-harmless” statement acknowledging the possibility of risk in a physically active studio class.

Grading

Students have the possibility of earning 500 points during the semester.

Daily Grade


You have the possibility of earning fifteen (15) points daily (after the first meeting) during regular classes (when projects are not being presented or assessed):



5 points for attendance



1-10 points for participation/development


These daily points will total 200.

Basic Skills Assessment


You will be assessed in basic skills twice (once at mid-term and once at the final exam period) for 50 points each. 100 points total. 
Final Improv/Exam


You will be assessed at the end of the semester through both a written exam and a project for 200 points total. 

FINAL EXAM:  Monday, April 28th 1:00 – 3:50pm
Grade Totals:

Daily Grade


200
Grading Scale:  
   A
465 - 



Basic Skills


100


   A-
450-464



FINAL EXAM/PRACTICUM
200


   B+
435-449









   B
415-434









   B-
400-414
Total Points

500



   C+
385-399










   C
365-384








   
   C-
350-364









   D+
335-349









   D
315-334
The “plus-minus” grading system has been implemented to provide a specific assessment of your course grade. You will receive the grade you have earned, with no “extra credit” or negotiation.

A great deal of emphasis is placed on grades within a university community. During the semester the focus of the course will be on personal growth. Targeted areas of personal growth and achievement will be defined by the instructor. In the subjective world of creative endeavor, risk-taking and experimentation are prerequisites to growth. Feedback in this course will be given in terms designed to assist in that growth, whatever the absolute level of achievement of the actor may be.

Course guidelines are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Students will be notified of any changes.

Proposed Calendar

	WEEK 1
	
	

	
	
	introduction, syllabus, intro to juggling

	WEEK 2
	
	

	
	
	intro to tumbling / juggling balls / pins

	WEEK 3
	
	

	
	
	rolls / falls / prat falls / juggling balls & pins cont’d

	WEEK 4
	
	

	
	
	comic fights and slaps / rolls, falls and prat falls cont’d 

	WEEK 5
	
	

	
	
	fights and falls cont’d / juggling balls and pins cont’d

	WEEK 6
	
	

	
	
	intro to clowning

	WEEK 7
	
	

	
	
	commedia characterization and scenario

	WEEK 8
	
	

	
	
	commedia characterization and scenario

	WEEK 9
	
	

	
	
	personal clown

	WEEK 10
	
	

	
	
	weight sharing / (fights/falls review)

	WEEK 11
	
	

	
	
	body balancing (handstands, chair)

	WEEK 12
	
	

	
	
	body balancing cont’d (fights/falls review and scenario)

	WEEK 13
	
	

	
	
	creating the scenario (skills review)

	WEEK 14
	
	

	
	
	developing the scenario (skills review)

	WEEK 15
	
	

	
	
	developing scenario

	FINAL EXAM / PROJECT PRESENTATION – Monday, April 28th, 1:00 – 3:50pm


SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
